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ESTATE OF: Frieda Branom
18852

TO ALL PERSONS interested in the Estate of Frieda Branom, DECEASED: Arthur McCray filed
in the County Court at Law #2 of Hunt County, Texas, on the on this the 28th day of April, 2020, an
application for Letters of Independent Administration upon the estate of Frieda Branom, Deceased.

Said application may be heard and acted on by said Court after 10 o'clock a.m., on the first Monday
next after the expiration of ten days from date of posting this citation, the same being the 05/11/2020, at
the Hunt County Courthouse in Greenville, Texas.

All persons interested in said estate are hereby cited to appear before said Honorable Court at said
above mentioned time and place by filing a written answer contestmg such application should they desire
to do so.

The officer executing this citation shall post the copy of this 01tat1on at the Courthouse door of the
County in which this proceeding is pendmg, or at the place in.or near: sa1d Courthouse where public
notices customarily are posted, for not less than 10 “days before the return day thereof, exclusive of the

date of posting and return the original cépy of this citation to the clerk statmg in a written return thereon
the time when and the place where he posted such copy. :

Given under my hand and the seal of sald court at offlce in Greenv111e Texas, this on this the 28th
day of April, 2020

JENNIFER LINDENZWEIG,CLERK
County Court at Law #2
P.0. Box 1316

" Greenville, Texas 754083

By: u Deputy
Melissa Young/Valerie Brjdley

SHERIFF'S RETURN

Came to hand on the Zé[ day of pe s [ 207 at ¢/ o'clock _Z&.M. and executed on
the 29 _day of £ ,20 2e Jat 4 o'clock _éM by posting a copy of the within notice for ten
days, exclusive of the day of posting, before the return day hereof at the designated place in or near the
courthouse of Hunt County, Texas, where public notices are posted.

RANDY MEEKS, SHERIFF
HUNT COUNTY, TEXAS

By! /4/7/

Degputy
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Filed: 4/28/2020 10:18 AM
Jennifer Lindenzweig,

County Clerk

Hunt County, Texas
Filed by: Valerie Bradley, Deputy

18852
No.
IN THE ESTATE OF § IN COUNTY COURT AT LAW
§ Hunt County - County Court at Law 2
FRIEDA BRANOM, § NO.
§
DECEASED § HUNT COUNTY, TEXAS

APPLICATION TO PROBATE WILL AND
FOR ISSUANCE OF LETTERS OF INDEPENDENT ADMINISTRATION
PURSUANT TO SECTION 401.002(b) OF THE TEXAS ESTATES CODE

TO THE HONORABLE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

Arthur McCray (“Applicant”), furnishes the following information to the Court in support
of this Application for the Probate of the Will of Frieda Branom (“Decedent”), and for issuance
of Letters of Independent Administration pursuant to Section 401.002(b) of the Texas Estates
Code:

L. Applicant Arthur McCray is an individual interested in this Estate, being
domiciled in and residing in Virginia. Arthur McCray's address for service of citation is 807
Rugby Road, Charlottesville, Virginia 22903. The last three digits of the social security number
of Arthur McCray are 129. The last three digits of the driver's license number of Arthur McCray
are 724.

2. Decedent died on February 26, 2020, at Commerce, Hunt County, Texas, at the
age of 103 years. Decedent's domicile at the time of her death was Commerce, Hunt County,
Texas. The last three digits of the social security number of Decedent are 996. The last three
digits of the driver's license number of Decedent are 032.

3. This Court has jurisdiction and venue is proper because Decedent was domiciled

in Texas and had a fixed place of residence in this County on the date of her death.
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and household goods of a probable value in excess of $10,000.00.

5. Decedent left a valid Will dated December 18, 2013, which was never revoked.
The Will Qill be delivered to the County Clerk pursuant to the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure.

6. The Will was made self-proved in the manner prescribed by law and the
subscribing witnesses to the Will are Sandra Johnson and Edith Harrison.

7. After the date of the Will, no child was born to or adopted by Decedent.

8. No marriage of the Decedent was ever dissolved after the will was made.

9. The following state, governmental agency of the state, or charitable organization
is named by the Will as a devisee:

Name: First Presbyterian Church of Commerce, Texas
Address: 1216 Monroe Street, Commerce, Texas 75428

10. A necessity exists for the administration of the estate, specifically the collection
of assets, payment of debts, and distribution of the remaining estate, including the transfer of real
property.

11.  Decedent's Will nominated her sister, Emily Geraldine Branom, to serve as
Independent Executrix. However, Emily Geraldine Branom predeceased the Decedent.
Decedent’s Will then nominated John Edward McCray as alternate Independent Executor to act
independently. However, John Edward McCray is unable and unwilling to serve. Attached
hereto is an affidavit of John Edward McCray declining to serve as executor.

12. Because Administrator Arthur McCray resides in Virginia, he has appointed
David Carwell who resides at 1309 Aldridge Street, Commerce, Hunt County, Texas 75428, as

the resident agent.
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13.  There exists a necessit
agree on the advisability of having an independent administration and also agree that Arthur
McCray should be appointed Independent Administrator without bond. The Distributees
therefore request that no action shall be had in the county court at law in relation to the
settlement of the Decedent's estate other than the probating and recording of the Will and the
return of an inventory, appraisement and list of claims of the estate, or an affidavit in lieu of the
inventory, appraisement and list of claims. Arthur McCray is not disqualified by law from
serving as such or from accepting Letters of Administration, and would be entitled to such
letters.

14.  John McCray, Arthur McCray, First Presbyterian Church of Commerce, Texas
and Juillard School of Music are the distributees of the Estate and are the only persons required
to receive notice under Section 401.004 of the Texas Estates Code. John McCray, Arthur
McCray, First Presbyterian Church of Commerce, Texas and Juillard School of Music will each
file a Distributee's Consent to Application for Independent Administration and Waiver of Notice.
An independent administration of the Decedent's estate pursuant to Section 401.002(b) of the
Texas Estates Code is advisable and in the best interests of the Decedent's estate and of the heirs
and distributees of the Decedent's estate.

WHEREFORE, Applicant prays that citation with respect to this Application to Probate
Will and for Issuance of Letters of Independent Administration pursuant to Section 401.002(b) of
the Texas Estates Code be issued and served as required by law to all persons interested in this
Estate; that the Will be admitted to probate; that it be adjudged to be advisable and in the best
interests of the Decedent's estate for Arthur McCray to be appointed to serve as Administrator

under the Will and under the provisions of Section 401.002(b) of the Texas Estates Code; that
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Letters of Independent Administration be issued to Arthu
full power and authority to take possession of Decedent’s property, wherever it may be found,
and to sell and partition, lease, encumber, or otherwise dispose of or convert any or all of
Decedent’s property to settle Decedent’s estate, as Independent Administrator, when qualified
according to law; and that no action be had in this court in relation to the settlement of such
estate other than the probating and recording of such Will and the return of an inventory,
appraisement, and list of claims of such estate, or an affidavit in lieu of the inventory,
appraisement and list of claims; and that all other Orders be entered as the Court may deem

proper.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Caitlin M, Sullivan

Caitlin M. Sullivan

Attorney for Applicant

State Bar No.: 24100485

Post Office Box 1353

2608 Stonewall Street
Greenville, Texas 75403-1353
Telephone: (903) 454-0044
Facsimile: (903) 454-1514
E-mail: caitlin@scottraylaw.com
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Filed: 4/28/2020 10:18 AM

Jennifer Lindenzweig,

County Clerk

“ Hunt County, Texas
Filed by: Valerie Bradley, Deputy

18852
LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT

THE STATE OF TEXAS

COUNTY OF HUNT KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS:

I, Frieda Branot of Hunt County, Texas;

iy deéth, do hereby make, dcélare énd ’pubhéh thxs my Last' Will dlld T estamént hereby revo‘kmg
all wills by e at ahy time Herétofore made.

L

Iwilland direct that atthetime-of my death T begivena Christian like-funeral suitable tomy-

circumstanees and station in life.
I[i:
Iwill and direct that all iy just debts be pa1d onit of iy ‘estate bymy Indep-sndeut Exectitrix

heréih nammed, 455001 45 déemed convenient to do:so by said Tndependent Execufrix, but with as
little delay as possible.

L

I nonnnate and-appoint my sister, Emily- Geraldine Brapony;, Independent Executrix-of this,

th, " -the courts take'no further action hereon than-to:admit this will to probate and-record:

In:the event that my sister; Emily Geéraldine Branoin, should-fail, refuse or become tinable
toservéasIndependetit Executrix of my estate as herein provid fed, then Iherehy appointmy. riephew,
John Edward MeCray, ds Independent Executor of this, my Last

1o’ further action hereon than to admit this will to probate and record,

Sj };ﬁ "f«o“'&&xz«é}}wv’ S st

bemcr crf souid: mmd and niemory, and destring’ to

nt, and direct that no bond or other seeurity be required of heras such, and-

Vill anid Testament, and difect that-
noberid ot othet security be reqmred of'said Inde_pendent Exécutor:as such and that the Courts:take:

LAST'WILL AND TESTAMENT OF FRIEDA BRANOM

PFrieda. ’B,ranom Testattix



IV,

of, of" whatsocvcr ;kind and whel esoever snuated as follews, to-th‘

1 I give; devise, and begueath to the First Presbyterian Church of Commerce, Texas;-
the stin 0f:35,000.00 for the cdre and marnitenance of the church orgarn.

2. 1give, devise, and Bequeath-to:the Tulliard School.of Misic in New York City, New
York, the sum.of $5,000:00.

I give, devise, and bequeath to Frances Robinson, a friend, the sum.of $3,000:00.

o3

4, Allthetést, residue and remainder ofimy estate; both real and petsonal ofwhatsoever
kinnd and wheresoever situated which T may own or haye any interest in at'the time
.of 'my-death, T give, devise and bequeath unto-my sister, Emily Geraldine Branom,
infee simple forever.

tlm; 3 ._f my dealh and 65
said Independent Exe X e f it and followmg paymeni: of all my debts to’ dmde
the estate:as hereinabove set, forth o divide the estate-in kind.

Lfurther direct that the-law: fitm of SMITH McDOWELL GINN of Sulphur Spririgs, Texds,
handle the probate’ and-admiinistration as-well as tax matters'pertaining to.-my will and estate.

INTESTIMONY WHEREOF Thave hereto-si gned myname in the presence.of my atlesting:
witnesses, who; at my reéquestand frmy presence andin the presenoe of each-other; sign their names

st of e
Rt - Ne b _ LRy 3 it o Nt

Frieda Branom, Testamx

LAST-WILL ANDIESFAMENT/OF FRIEDA BRANON!



on this the ' / yﬁ"— dayof’ . !:3{2‘%" [&m«jfwv 5 2013..

Frieda Branom, Téstatrix

The abeve instrument was herenow subscribed by Frieda Branom, the Testafrix, in: our
préserice, and e, at hier: fequest and in her-presence; and in the presence of cach othef; sign out
nanes hereto. a8 attestmo witniesses.on the date above: written,

WITNESS

T INTY YT cx
COUNTY OF hurl(IND

Before me, the undersxgned authonty, on this ddy personally appeared Fneda Branem,

il Qo

foregome instrument in their- respecnve capac cs and aﬂ of’ sa,ldfpersons Bein; ':by me. duly sworm,
the said Frieda:Branom;, the. the 1 iy presence that
said instrumeritis her Last Will and. Testament and that:she had willingly made-and exectited it as
herfree act and deed for the puxposcs therem cxpressed and the sald wnnesscs, each on oath stated

did sigi thesame ag'witnesses in the presence of the saxd Testamx and' t her request;, and that
‘was at that fime over thie age of nineteéen years and was of sound titnd: and that. each: of said
‘witnesses was. thenat least fourteen years of age.

- ; ”
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‘Frieda Branom; Testafrix

ELAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF FRIEDA BRANOM
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withesses, of this the g -5”% day (U boseritopy 2013,

(seal)

LASTWILL ANDTESTAMENT OF FRIEDA BRANOM

Notary Public; State:of Texas



