
ECTOR COUNTY ORDINANCE REGULATING SEXUALLY ORIENTED
BUSINESSES AS AMENDED ON MARCH 23rd, 2015

Section 1 AUTHORITY, FINDINGS, PURPOSE, AND INTENT

(a) This Ordinance is hereby adopted by the Commissioners Court of Ector County, Texas, acting in

its capacity as the governing body of Ector County, Texas. These regulations are promulgated

pursuant to and in conformity with Chapter 243 of the Texas Local Government Code, as

amended.

(b) In adopting this Ordinance, the Commissioners Court of Ector County, Texas takes notice of and

considers the legislative history of Chapter 243 of the Texas Local Government Code, as well as

other relevant data, including its own appointed committee's report on the issue, similar studies

performed by other counties and municipalities within the State of Texas, and reports of related

criminal activity as set forth in public records and documented by the Ector County Sheriffs

Office.

(c) The Commissioner's Court of Ector County finds that Sexually Oriented Businesses are

detrimental to the public health, welfare, and safety as a result of their negative effect on crime,

economic activity, and surrounding property values. Furthermore, sexually oriented businesses

contribute to urban blight and have a dehumanizing effect on the local community.

(d) This Ordinance is intended to minimize and control the adverse secondary effects associated with

Sexually Oriented Businesses and thereby protect the public health, safety, and welfare. This

Ordinance is not intended to limit or restrict the content of any communicative material,

including sexually oriented material. Similarly, this Ordinance is not intended to restrict or deny

consenting adults access to sexually oriented material that is otherwise protected by the First

Amendment, or to deny the distributors or retailers of sexually oriented materials access to their

intended market.
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