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Colorado County for Re-Certification of In-Person Operating Plan

January 11, 2020
Re: Re-Certification of In-Person Operating Plans

As required by the Supreme Court’s Emergency Orders and Guidance from the Office of Court
Administration, | include here the required re-certification of Colorado County’s In-Person Operating Plan.

| have consulted with the local public health authority regarding the local pandemic conditions and have
reviewed with the health authority the previously-submitted in-person operating plan to determine
whether the plan provides sufficient health and safety protocols to permit in-person proceedings. The
local public health authority has determined that :

Local pandemic conditions are conducive to in-person proceedings under the precautions
and protocols contained in the previously-submitted in-person operating plan;

In addition, | have conferred with the judges of the courts with courtrooms in county buildings and have
determined that the following criteria will be used to determine when an in-person proceeding is
necessary and when all reasonable efforts do not permit the proceeding to be conducted remotely:

All judges in Colorado County, before conducting an in-person hearing shall first determine if an in-
person hearing is necessary by following this procedure:

1. The judge shall inform each counsel and pro se litigant that the hearing shall be conducted.
remotely over Zoom. The judge shall provide each counsel and pro se litigant a phone number or
email address to inform the judge if they believe any counsel, their clients, a pro se litigant, any
witness, an interpreter, or any other participant (all referred to below as “Participant”) cannot
participate remotely. The judge or judge’s staff shall then determine whether a Participant is
unable to participate in the hearing due to any one or more of the following:

a. lack of technology which precludes or impedes their ability to participate in the hearing
via the Zoom videoconferencing app. Examples of the lack of such technology include:
i. lack of access to a computer tablet or other device with internet video capability;
ii. lack of access to a cell phone; or
iii. lack of access to an internet connection.



b. A physical, mental, or other disability that prevents a Participant from being able to

effectively operate or utilize the required technology. Examples of such a disability
include:
i. a physical or mental disability that precludes them from effectively operating the
technology necessary to access the Zoom videoconferencing app;
a physical disability that precludes them from effectively seeing, hearing, or
otherwise participating in a Zoom video hearing;

ii. the lack of or unavailability of an interpreter who can assist the individual in
communicating during a Zoom hearing;

iii. incarceration and the incarcerating facility’s lack of technological resources or
facilities to allow the inmate to participate remotely in the hearing or confer
privately with the inmate’s legal counsel; or

iv. if the proceeding is in a specialty court defined by Title 2, Subtitle K of the Texas
Government Code (e.g. veteran’s court, mental health court, drug court, etc), the
specialty court team determines that there is a risk to the physical or mental well-
being of a participant in the specialty court program if the proceeding is not held
in person.

A confrontation clause constitutional objection is raised by criminal defense counsel or a
pro se litigant, and the judge sustains the objection after conducting a Haggard analysis.
A proceeding where one Participants needs to appear in person due to a need to provide
fingerprints, is subject to incarceration, or must meet with multiple departments as a
result of the court proceeding, in which case that party may need to appear while the
other parties appear remotely.

2. If an individual is unable to participate for one of these reasons, prior to holding an in-person
hearing, the judge shall make reasonable efforts to accommodate the individual as set forth in
the procedure below.

When an individual is found to be unable to participate in a Zoom videoconference for one of the
reasons stated above, prior to holding an in-person hearing, the judge considering the in-person hearing
shall make all reasonable efforts to make accommodations that will allow the individual(s) to
participate. The accommodations that the judges of the County Court shall consider include:
1. When an individual does not have adequate technological resources on their own to participate
in a Zoom videoconferencing hearing, a judge shall:

a.

C.

determine whether the court has the ability to provide the individual with a laptop or
other device which would allow the individual to participate in the hearing from some
segregated location within the court facility while following appropriate CoviD-19
precautions and protocols;

determine if such technological resources can be provided to the individual by some other
source (e.g. a participating attorney, a party, a family member, friend, public library, or
an appropriate agency of the State of Texas); and

determine whether the individual could participate in a meaningful manner by telephone
(audio only).

2. When an individual has physical or mental disabilities that would prevent the individual from
operating the technology required, a judge shall:

a.

determine if the individual has legal counsel, family or friends who can assist in operating
the required technology; and

b. inquire as to what, if any, accommodations could be made which would allow the

individual with a disability to participate.




When an individual is incarcerated, a judge shall:
a. determine whether the facility has the technological resources or facilities to allow the
incarcerated individual to participate in the hearing;
b. if the facility does not have the technological resources to allow the inmate to participate
in a Zoom videoconference, determine whether the inmate could participate in a
meaningful manner by telephone (audio only).
When an individual is otherwise unable to participate in a hearing via videoconference or by audio
only, a judge shall determine whether the individual can effectively participate in the proceeding
by a sworn statement made out of court as permitted by the Emergency Orders of the Supreme
Court of Texas.
If no accommodation is available, the judge shall determine if a continuance is warranted,
balancing the risk to public health and safety with the need to resolve the particular case.
If no accommaodation is available and the judge determines a continuance is not warranted, the
judge may permit the hearing to occur in-person under the precautions and protocols in the
approved in-person operating plan.

Having completed the required re-certification, | am submitting it to you in your role as Regional Presiding
Judge. | understand and have communicated to the judges with courtrooms in county facilities that no in-
person hearings will be permitted on or after January 11 until | receive an acknowledgement from you
that the re-certification meets the requirements of OCA’s Guidance.

T Nk

William D. Old 1
Local Administrative Judge
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Jury Proceeding Addendum to COVID-19 Operating Plan for the

Colorado County Judiciary
Effective on and after October 1, 2020

Recognizing the need to ensure the health and safety of jurors, litigants, attorneys, visitors,

court staff, judges, and other individuals entering the buildings housing the courts, the courts of
Colorado County will implement, in addition to the procedures and protocols in the previously
submitted COVID-19 Operating Plan, the following protective measures for jury proceedings:

General

1.

All judges will comply with the Emergency Orders issued by the Supreme Court of Texas and
Court of Criminal Appeals, including conducting in-person jury proceedings according to the
guidance issued by the Office of Court Administration.

The justice courts will not conduct an in-person jury proceeding until the Supreme Court
permits such proceedings.

Judges of the district courts, constitutional and statutory county courts, and statutory probate
courts will conduct in-person jury proceedings in accordance with the previously approved
Operating Plan and this addenJdum only after this jury proceeding addendum is submitted and
accepted by the Regional Presiding Judge.

Not more than five (5) business days before an approved in-person jury proceeding is scheduled
to occur, the local administrative district judge or designee will consult with the local public
health authority to verify that local health conditions and plan precautions are appropriate for
the jury proceeding to proceed.

Except for criminal cases where confinement in jail or prison is a potential punishment, judges
may conduct remote jury proceedings if the court follows the requirements of the hearings on
objections or motions section below and ensures that all potential and selected petit jurors
have access to technology to participate remotely. Judges may conduct remote jury
proceedings in a criminal case where confinement in jail or prison is a potential punishment
only with appropriate waivers and consent obtained on the record from the defendant and the
prosecutor.

Jury Proceeding Approval Process

1

Judges wishing to conduct a jury proceeding will follow the procedure detailed below to obtain
approval to proceed with the jury proceeding from the local administrative district judge and
Regional Presiding Judge:

Judges will submit a scheduling notice form (see attachment) advising the local administrative district
judge and Regional Presiding Judge of the need for a jury panel with specific details related to the case
and the litigants. Attachment “A”



2. The local administrative district judge will, not more than five (5) business days before the jury
proceeding, consult with the local public health authority to verify that the local health
conditions and plan precautions are appropriate for the jury proceeding to proceed with the
following procedure:

Hearings on Objections or Motions Related to Proceeding

1. Parties who are scheduled for a jury proceeding are encouraged to make any objections or
motions related to proceedings at least 10 days prior to the trial setting.

2. Any objections or motions related to proceeding with a jury proceeding will be heard by the
judge presiding over the case at least seven days prior to the jury proceeding or as soon as
practicable if the objection or motion is made or filed within seven days of the jury proceeding.

Communication Protocols

1. Each judge with an approved in-person jury proceeding will require the parties to communicate
with the court if any participant in the jury proceeding, including attorneys, parties, attorney
support staff, or witnesses, has tested positive for COVID-13 within the previous 30 days prior
to any portion of the jury proceeding, currently has symptoms of COVID-19, or has had recent
known exposure to COVID-19.

2. If the approved in-person jury proceeding involves an incarcerated participant, the judge will
require the sheriff to report any positive COVID-19 test of the incarcerated participant within
the previous 30 days prior to any portion of the jury proceeding, any current symptoms of
COVID-189, or any recent known exposure to COVID-19.

Scheduling

1. A judge who obtains approval for an in-person jury proceeding will schedule no more than ten
cases for that jury trial setting, unless pre-approval for larger dockets is obtained from the
Regional Presiding Judge.

2. Judges should attempt to alert parties who will not be proceeding prior to the day of trial to
reduce attendance at the court facility.

moning Jurors

1. The jury clerk must include with in-person juror summonses information regarding precautions
that have been taken to protect the health and safety of prospective jurors (see Attachment B)*
and COVID questionnaires (see Attachment C)? that elicit from prospective jurors information
about their exposure or vulnerability to COVID-19.

2. Judges will consider using juror questionnaires for voir dire to assist in shortening the length of
voir dire or the number of venirepersons.

! Include as Attachment B the information that the court will include with summonses.
? Include as Attachment C the COVID questionnaire that the court will mclude with summonses A sample COVID
questionnaire is available at https:

screening.pdf.




3. Excuses or requests to reschedule from in-person prospective jurors who have been potentially
exposed, who are symptomatic, and who are vulnerable or live with someone vulnerable to
COVID-19 will be liberally granted.

Location for Jury Selection, Trial, and Deliberation

1. The following locations have sufficient space to permit adequate social distancing and will be
used for in-person jury proceedings:3
a. Jury Qualification: Stafford Opera House
b. Voir Dire: Stafford Opera House
c. Trial: Colorado County Courthouse
d. Jury Deliberation: Colorado County Courthouse
2. Security protocols at the locations for jury proceedings have been reviewed with the
appropriate courthouse security personnel and are adequate for the proceeding.

Screening

1. In addition to the requirements of the previously submitted in-person Operating Plan, all court
participants and observers attending an in-person jury proceeding will be screened for elevated
temperatures and will be questioned to determine if the individual has recently had symptoms
of COVID-19 or been exposed to COVID-19.

2. All participants in a trial who are incarcerated will be screened by the jail/prison prior to
transport to the courtroom and any known exposure, symptoms, or COVID-19 positive test
results within the past 30 days will be reported to the judge presiding over the jury trial prior to
the transport of the participant to the courtroom.

Face Coverings

1. In addition to the requirements of the previously submitted in-person Operating Plan, all
persons entering the common areas of a courthouse, including a courtroom or any other
location being used to conduct a jury trial, will be required to wear a face covering at all times
unless the person is an individual that is not recommended to wear a mask by the Centers for
Disease Control or the Texas Department of State Health Services.

2. All court participants will be required to wear face coverings from jury qualification through the
end of trial.

3. Court participants who may need to lower their face mask to speak or for a short period of time
will be required to wear a face shield. When speaking, judges will permit a court participant to
lower his or her mask so long as a face shield is worn, and the person speaking is immobile.

Social Distancing

3 Court who may need to hold a proceeding outside of the courthouse should review Chapter 292 of the Local
Government Code (related to having an auxiliary facility designated as a courthouse) and Government Code Sections
24.033(b) (district courts), 25.0019(b) (statutory county courts), 25.0032(b) (statutory probate courts), 26.009(b)
(constitutional county courts), 27.0515 (justice courts), 29.015 (municipal courts), and 30.000123 (municipal courts of
record)—relating to designating alternative locations for proceedings.



1. Social distancing of all court participants and observers will be maintained at all times during
the jury proceeding, including during the trial and deliberation.

2. Special attention will be paid by courts to ensure adequate social distancing and managed exits
of individuals during breaks, especially when dismissing large groups of people for a break.

Alternate Jurors

1. Each judge with an approved in-person jury proceeding will be encouraged to consider selecting
alternate jurors to permit the trial to continue in the event of a juror becoming ineligible to
serve for a reason unrelated to that person’s exposure to or contraction of COVID-19.

Arrangement of Courtroom

1. The following description (or attached drawing) details how each of the courtrooms or facilities
will be arranged during the jury proceeding:*

Microphone Protection Protocols

1. Judges will limit, to the degree possible, the shared use of microphones during the jury
proceeding.

2. If a microphone must be shared, judges will limit the passing of the microphone unless the
microphone is cleaned between each user.

3. Disposable microphone covers will be placed on shared microphones and changed between
each user.

Exhibit/Evidence Management

1. Judges will limit, to the degree possible, the use of physical or paper exhibits/evidence where
feasible or appropriate by converting the exhibit/evidence to a digital form.

2. When physical or paper exhibits/evidence is required, judges will reduce the exchange of that
exhibit/evidence to the number of persons necessary and will limit passing the exhibit/evidence
to the individual members of the jury.

3. If an exhibit/evidence is required to be transferred from person-to-person, single use gloves
will be provided, worn, and discarded immediately after handling the exhibit/evidence.

4. During jury deliberations, judges will make efforts to provide the jury with access to digital
exhibits/evidence that would normally be shared with the jury during deliberation. Where
digital exhibits/evidence is not feasible, judges will consider limiting the transfer of the
exhibits/evidence from juror-to-juror by spreading the exhibits/evidence on a table for
inspection from the table in the jury deliberation room.

Witnesses

1. Judges will inquire whether witaesses to the proceedings have COVID-related issues.
2. To the degree constitutionally permissible or with the consent of the parties, judges will permit
witnesses to testify remotely via videoconference, especially if that witness has symptoms of

4 Include where the judge, parties/counsel, jurors, witnesses, court reporter, and bailiff will be arranged in each
courtroom or facility during each phase of the trial.



or arecent positive test for COVID-19, has been recently exposed, or is vulnerable to contracting
COVID-19.

Food Precautions

1. Courts that provide food to jurors or other participants during a jury proceeding will ensure
individual food portions, such as individually boxed meals, are provided.

Cleaning

1. In addition to the requirements of the previously submitted in-person Operating Plan, frequent
cleaning protocols in the courtrooms and facilities will be maintained throughout the jury
proceeding as appropriate.

2. Shared spaces such as witness stands, seating in the gallery, and seating during
qualification/voir dire will be cleaned during transitions of those spaces.

3. Seats for members of the jury panel and selected jurors will be assigned to reduce potential
transmission and the need for more frequent cleaning.

| have attempted to confer with all judges of courts with courtrooms in the court building regarding
the Jury Proceeding Addendum to the Operating Plan. In developing the plan, | consulted with the local
health authority and county judge, documentation of which is attached to this plan. | will ensure that
the judges of courts with courtrooms in the court building covered by this Operating Plan conduct
proceedings consistent with the plan.

Date: 9/28/2020 M /0 W :

Local Administrative District Judge
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The Columbus building had a bank and dry goods
store on the first floor and the theatre upstairs with
seating for 1,000. Stafford's home was next door, and
he watched performances through the window of his
upstairs parior. Guests came from Austin and
Houston to see Lillian Russell, Houdini, and others.

After Stafford was murdered, his family continued to operate the building for many years. It was leased to
the county's first Ford dealership from 1918 to 18974, The local historical preservation organization bought
and began restoring the landmark in 1972, rededicating it in 1890,

The Stafford Bank and Opera House is at 425 Spring St. in Columbus, and is open for self-guided tours.
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On this date, the Court on its own motion designates the Stafford Opera House at 425
Spring Street, Columbus, Texas 78934 as an official location for conducting Colorado County
District Court proceedings.

Signed this ti:e 18" day of September, 2020.

/A

William D. Old il
Judge, 25" Judicial District Court
Colorado County, Texas




Rachel Luna | (¢ Lori Schmid
COURT ADMINISTRATOR / COORDINATOR e/ SRVICIAL COURT RERORIER.
Jessica Richard Crawford
2nd 25th Judicial
e COLORADO, GONZALES, GUADALUPE & LAVACA COUNTIES

Ladies and Gentlemen,

You have received a summons for Jury duty. As presiding Judge, I am well aware of the
concerns individuals, such as yourself have regarding the current pandemic sweeping this
country; I share those concerns as well. This Court has to-follow strict guidelines mandated by
the Texas Supreme Court, Texas Court of Criminal Appeals and the Office of Court
Administration, when it comes to in person appearances in the courthouse. Your continued
health and safety is of paramount importance to the Court and the Courthouse staff.

Each county's presiding Judge of th : District has created a plan to insure that strict guidelines are
followed. The plan for this county was submitted in June and has been approved by the Regional
Administrative Judge. A copy of the plan can be found at the Texas Office of Court
Administration's website. )

The guidelines are as follows: ' &

1. If you are not legitimately feeling well or have a fever, call the District Clerk's office to be
excused.

2. When you come to the courthouse, you will be asked how you are feeling and your
temperature will be taken.

3. Please maintain at least six (6) feet between you and any other person who is in the building,
4. Seating will be spaced out so that people are socially distanced.

5. Hand sanitizing stations will be established throughout the courthouse, please use them as
much as you feel is needed.

6. Masks are encouraged but not mandated. If you have a mask, please bring it. There isa
shortage of Personal Protection Equipment; there may be some masks available at the courthouse
but they will be limited in supply.

Thank you in advance for your service. Jury service is an essential and critical component of the
criminal justice system. I look forward to seeing you on that date indicated on your notice.

Sincerely,

sica Richard Crawford2nd 23" District Court Judge

B

211 WEST COURT STREET, ROOM 220-A « SEGUIN, TEXAS 78155 « (830) 303-9705 » FAX: (830) 303-0847




JURY SERVICE COVID-19 PRE-SCREENING QUESTIONNAIRE
Dear Prospective Juror:

As part of the court’s ongoing measures to protect against the spread of the COVID-19 disease, we ask that you complete the
following before reporting for Jury Service on October 5, 2020. Bring this questionnaire completely filled out with you to court on

OCTOBER 5, 2020, OR PLEASE MAIL IT TO US BEFORE OCTOBER 5, SO WE CAN TAKE YOU OFF THE LIST,

1. SYMPTOMS NOW OR BETWEEN September.21, 2020 AND (October 5, jury selection proceeding), 2020: check any that
apply to YOU or A MEMBER OF YOUR HOUSEHOLD

___ Fever (abo\.'e 100.0) Cﬁaxige in taste, smell or appetitt ~__ Cough

____Headache ____ Shortnessof Breath _ ~ Diarthea ____Chills or repeated shaking with chills

____ Muscle pain or body aéh&s_ . Sore throat -

I certify that NONE of the symptoms above have been experienced by me or a member of my household between September
21, 2020 and (October 5, 2020).

IF YOU ARE EXPERIENCING ANY OF THE ABOVE SYMPTOMS, CALL THE DISTRICT CLERK'S OFFICE .
at (979) 732-2536 BEFORE REPORTING ON October 5, 2020.

2. CONTACT HISTORY - check any that apply to YOU or A MEMBER OF YOUR HOUSEHOLD:
_I or a member of my household has been diagnosed with COVID-19 within the past 4 months;

I or a member of my household has been in close contact with someone exposed to or infected with COVID-19 in the last 14
days; ' - ’

I or a member of mg' household are currently on a watch list or self-quarantining because of possible COVID-19 exposure;

NONE of the above apply.

IF ANY OF THE ABOVE APPLY, CALL THE DISTRICT CLERK’S OFFICE at (979) 732-2536 BEFORE
REPORTING ON October 5, 2020. ‘ -

3. COVID-19 RELATED EXCUSE OR EXTENSION - Individuals who are over age 65 and individuals with serious underlying
health conditions, such as high blood pressure, chronic lung disease, diabetes, obesity, asthma, and those whose immune systems are
compromised, such as by chemotherapy for cancer or other conditions requiring such therapy, are considered to be vulnerable
populations and may request to reschedule or be excu-ed from jury service at this time. If you wish to be excused or request that your
jury service date be rescheduled, check the box below. -
o I certlfy that I meet the above-described conditions and I am requesting to be excused from jury service or desire to have my
service date rescheduled because of ‘those conditions.

IF YOU ARE REQUESTING TO BE EXCUSED OR YOUR SERVICE DATE BE RESCHEDUELD DUE TO A
COVID-19 RELATED REASON, CALL THE DISTRICT CLERK’S OFFICE at (979) 732-2536. BEFORE
REPORTING ON OCTOBER 5, 2020. _ )

Prospective jurors are required to wear a face covering while they are in the courthouse. Individuals are encouraged to bring
a face covering with them. If an individual does not have a face covering, one will be furnished.

I certify the above is true and correct:

Signature Printed Name

Bc
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AmendedCOVID-19 Operating Plan for the Colorado County Judiciary

Recognizing the need to ensure the health and safety of litigants, attorneys, visitors, court
staff, judges, and other individuals entering the buildings housing the courts, the courts of Colorado
County will implement the following protective measures:

General

1. All judges will comply with the Emergency Orders issued by the Supreme Court of Texas a
Court of Criminal Appeals, including conducting in-person proceedings according to the
guidance issued by the Office of Court Administration regarding social distancing, maxlmurb
group size, and other restrictions and precautions.

2. All judges may conduct proceedings remotely. !

3. The local administrative district judge will maintain regular communication with the Iocél
health authority and county judge and adjust this operating plan as necessary with conditions
in the county. ,

4. Judges will begin setting non-essential in-person proceedings no sooner than June 1, 2020

Judge and Court Staff Health

1. Vulnerable court staff may perform the essential functions of their job remotely on a case-by
case basis as determined by their supervisor.

2. Judges or court staff who feel feverish or have measured temperatures equal to or greatezr
than 99.6°F, or with new or worsening signs or symptoms of COVID-19 such as cough,
shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, chills, repeated shaking with chills, muscle pall
headache, sore throat, loss of taste or smell, diarrhea, or having known close contact with 9
person who is confirmed to have COVID-19 will not be permitted to enter the building and
should seek medical advice.

3. Court staff will be required to wear face coverings in the courtroom or when interacting with
non-judicial persons. Judges and Court Staff should practice social distancing and practice
appropriate hygiene recommendations at all time. "

4. Protective Measures: Court staff will be provided hand sanitizer and face masks.

Scheduling

1. The following court schedules are established to reduce occupancy in the court building:
The Court Coordinators for each of the Courts will coordinate scheduling. Courts will limit the
number of cases set for a specific time, in order to ensure that the number of attendees wil
be kept at a level which will allow for appropriate social distancing i.e. the Court’s dockets wil
be staggered to limit the number of cases at a particular time and will have hearing times
spread out through the day. g




\

Vulnerable Populations

1. Individuals who are over age 65 and individuals with serious underlying health condition

Social Distancing

. Vulnerable populations who are scheduled for court will be accommodated by appearance via

3,

such as high blood pressure, chronic lung disease, diabetes, obesity, asthma, and those whos
immune systems are compromised such as by chemotherapy for cancer or other condmon
requiring such therapy are considered to be vulnerable populations.

Each judge will include information on orders setting hearings, dockets notices, and in other
communications notifying individuals who are in vulnerable populations of the ability’ tl)
contact the court to identify themselves as a vulnerable individual and recelve
accommodations. A notice with this information will be posted on the courts’ websites and in
conspicuous locations around the court building (a copy of which is attached).

»w @

teleconferencing or, if necessary, in-person proceedings in a limited access courtroom .

All persons not from the same household who are permitted in the court building will be

1.
required to maintain adequate social distancing of at least 6 feet. L ‘%

2. No more than two individuals not from the same household will be permitted in an elevatomf
more than one individual from the same household is in an elevator, no other individuals will
be permitted in the elevator.

3. Each restroom has been evaluated to determine the appropriate capacity to ensure socia
distancing and the maximum capacity has been posted on each restroom door.

4. Public common areas have been closed to the general public.

Gallery

5. The maximum number of persons permitted in the gallery of each courtroom has been
determined and posted. The maximum capacity of the courtroom will be monitored .and
enforced by court staff. o

6. The gallery of the courtroom has been marked to identify appropriate social distancing in the
seating. Seating is limited to every other row.

Well

7. In each courtroom, the counsel tables, witness stand, judge’s bench, and clerk, court reporter,
and bailiff seating have been arranged in such a way so that there is social distancing of at
least 6 feet hetween each space.

Hygiene
1. Hand sanitizer dispensers have been placed at the entrances to the building, outside of

elevators on each floor, outside of each courtroom, and outside of bathrooms.




2, Tissues have been placed near the door of the courtroom, at counsel tables, at the witness
stand, on the judges’ benches, and in the hallways. ¢
3. The Department of State Health Service’s “Stop the Spread of Germs Flyer” has been posted in
multiple locations on each floor of the court building.

Screening

1. When individuals attempt to enter the court building, bailiffs will ask the individuals if they ar
feeling feverish; have a cough, shortness of breath, or difficulty breathing; or have been in
close contact with a person who is confirmed to have COVID-19. Individuals who indicate yes
to any of these questions will be refused admittance to the court building. el ¢

2. Inmates being transported from the jail to the court building will be screened for symptoms af
COVID-19 and have their temperature taken prior to transport. Inmates with symptoms or a
temperature equal to or above 99.6°F will not be transported to the court building. ‘

3. Staff who is screening individuals entering the court building will be provided personqi
protective equipment, including face mask and gloves.

0w

Face Coverings

1. All individuals entering the court building will be encouraged to wear face coverings at all
times. Notice that face coverings are recommended will be provided to litigants through the
setting notice and communicated to them or their attorney at the time the hearingis set. i+

Cleaning i

1. Court building cleaning staff will clean the common areas of the court building as is
practicable.

2. Court building cleaning staff will clean the courtrooms as is practicable.

3. Court building cleaning staff have been provided cleaning supplies shown to be effective with
this coronavirus.

Other

This plan may be amended by the Local Administrative District Judge as deemed appropriate.

I have provided all judges of courts with courtrooms in Colorado County a copy of this Operating Plan
and requested their input. In developing the plan, | consulted with the local health authority and
county judge. | will ensure that the judges of courts in Colorado County have a copy of this plan and
request that they conduct proceedings consistent with the plan.

Date: 5/28/2020 [s/ William D. Old, It

Local Administrative District Judge

SGe.




NOTICE TO VULNERABLE POPULATIONS

The following notice shall be posted on the Court’s website, at the
entrance to the Court and at the Court Clerk’s window, and in all
orders setting hearings, docket notices, and other communications

NOTICE TO VULNERABLE POPULATIONS

The following are considered to be a member of Vulnerable
Populations:

Individuals who are over age 65 and individuals with serious
underlying health conditions, such as high blood pressure, chronic
lung disease, diabetes, obesity, asthma, and those whose immune
systems are compromised such as by chemotherapy for cancer or
other conditions requiring such therapy are considered to be
vulnerable populations.

Any person who is in a Vulnerable Population category may contact
the court to identify themselves as a vulnerable individual and receive
accommodations, which will include the ability to participate in
electronic or telephonic proceedings. If you do not have the
technology to appear electronically or by telephone, the court will
make accommodations for you at the court that will include the
ability to so participate using equipment that will be sanitized
between users. If you appear in person at the court, you will be
required to wear a protective mask or one will be provided to you if
you do not have one.



