
    THE STATE OF TEXAS 

COMMISSIONER’S COURT – September 11, 2023 

 

 

COUNTY OF BRISCOE 

 

 

On the 11th day of September, 2023, the Commissioner’s Court of Briscoe County, Texas convened in a 

Regular Session at the County Courtroom, at the Courthouse in Silverton, Texas, with the following 

members of the Court present to wit: 

 

RANK COGDELL, County Judge,   

KEN WOOD, Commissioner Precinct #1, 

JACK WELLMAN, Commissioner Precinct #2, and 

 DANNY FRANCIS, Commissioner Precinct #3 

 JOHN BURSON, Commissioner, Precinct #4 

 JANE MURRELL, Deputy County Clerk 

 

 

Other officials present:   Mary Jo Brannon and Garret Davis  

       

 

Meeting was called to order at 9:06 A.M. by Judge Rank Cogdell. 

 

 

Open Forum: Judge Cogdell told the court that they would need to appoint a designee to represent our 

area in the High Plains Public Defenders group in the future. Judge Cogdell also informed the 

commissioners that the roofing company would be here at the end of the month to begin repairs. 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Francis to approve the minutes from the August 14th, 2023 regular 

meeting and the August 28th special meeting as presented. Seconded by Commissioner Wellman, passed 

with a 4-0 vote, it is so ordered. Commissioner Burson absent at time of vote.  

 

 

Public Hearing on Proposed Tax Rate-called to order 9:10 A.M. 

No one attended 

Adjourned 9:25 A.M. 

 

 

Commissioner Wood moved that the property tax rate be increased by the adoption of a tax rate of .535, 

which is effectively a 3.2 % increase in the tax rate. Seconded by Commissioner Francis, vote for 

Commissioner Wellman-Yay, Commissioner Wood-Yay, Commissioner Francis-Yay, Commissioner 

Burson-Yay, Judge Cogdell-Yay, passed with a 5-0 vote, it is so ordered.  

  

 



Motion was made by Commissioner Burson to set the dates and times for regular commissioner’s court 

meetings for 2024 as presented. Seconded by Commissioner Francis, passed with a 5-0 vote, it is so 

ordered. 

 

 

Discussion of Senate Bill 22 requirements-$75,000 Sheriff salary and $45,000 deputy salary will start on 

October 1, 2023.  

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Francis to cancel the previously scheduled commissioner’s court 

meetings on September 18th and September 25th. Seconded by Commissioner Wellman, passed with a 5-

0 vote, it is so ordered.  

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Burson to table the discussion and action for security locks from 

Royal Architecture Products, as there has not been a bid received. Commissioners would like to have 

vendor present at next meeting to answer any questions. Seconded by Commissioner Francis, passed with 

a 5-0 vote, it is so ordered. 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Burson to approve the following budget amendments. Seconded by 

Commissioner Francis, passed with a 5-0 vote, it is so ordered.  

 



Motion was made by Commissioner Francis to approve the work order for Ken Wood, Precinct #1, in the 

amount of $125.00. Seconded by Commissioner Wellman, passed with a 5-0 vote, it is so ordered. 

 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Wellman to approve the following monthly reports. Seconded by 

Commissioner Francis, passed with a 5-0 vote, it is so ordered. 

 

 Amy Fuston, County/District Clerk   Jon Etta Ziegler, Tax A/C  

 Mary Jo Brannon, Treasurer     

 Garrett Davis, Sheriff     Theresa Clinton, Chief Appraiser  

 Jared Johnson, J.P. #2     Stephanie Otis, CEA-FCS   

  

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Francis to approve Treasurer’s Office Holder’s Report. Seconded by 

Commissioner Wellman, passed with a 5-0 vote, it is so ordered.  

 



  Motion was made by Commissioner Wellman to accept the Commissioner Court Affidavit. Seconded by 

Commissioner Francis, passed with a 5-0 vote, it is so ordered. 

 

 
 

Motion was made by Commissioner Wellman to pay invoices as presented. Seconded by Commissioner 

Francis, passed with a 5-0 vote, it is so ordered. 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Francis to pay Jack’s Automotive bills for $361.51. Seconded by 

Commissioner Wood. Commissioner Wellman abstained. Passed with a 4-0 vote, it is so ordered.  

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Francis to pay salaries and line items. Seconded by Commissioner 

Burson, passed with a 5-0 vote, it is so ordered. 

 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Burson to adjourn.  Second by Commissioner Wellman, passed with 

a 5-0 vote, it is so ordered. Adjourned at 10:46 A.M. 

 

 

 

     /S/ Amy Fuston   _______________ 

County Clerk, Briscoe County, Texas        


