Expunctions
Expunctions Procedures in Van Zandt County
In Van Zandt County, any one of our four elected justices of the peace officials may magistrate and normally take turns doing so.  There will also be times when other judges will fill in to magistrate, you must include the correct magistrate in your application and order of expunction to ensure the person’s arrest file is completely expunged.
The following is a list of agencies normally involved in the expunction process.  Please include the physical or mailing and email address of each agency in your petition.  Duplicate agencies will not be notified.  No “issue expunction-certified mail” fee is required if you include the agency's email addresses in the petition/order.
This list is not all-inclusive.  You should include any outside agency that has published your information concerning the charge/arrest.  For each agency you include that does not have an email address, you must pay $25 for the “issue expunction-certified mail” fee, which includes mailing of the notice and order.
County agencies:
Van Zandt County District Clerk’s Office
121 E. Dallas, Room 302, Canton, TX 75103
districtclerk@vanzandtcounty.org 
Van Zandt County District Attorney
400 S. Buffalo, Canton, TX 75103
Lsanderson@vanzandtcounty.org
Van Zandt County Sheriff’s Office (includes the jail)
1220 W. Dallas St., Canton, TX 75103
sorecords@vanzandtcounty.org
Van Zandt County - County Clerk
121 E. Dallas, Room 202, Canton, TX 75103
countyclerks@vanzandtcounty.org



Van Zandt County CSCD (Probation Department)
250 E. Groes Street, Canton, TX 75103
lstarek@vzcscd.com

Precinct 1 Justice of the Peace, Wade McMillan
P.O. Box 189, Grand Saline, TX 75140
Jp1@vanzandtcounty.org

Precinct 2 Justice of the Peace, Don Ashlock
250 E. Grove St., Suite 102, Canton, TX 75103
Jp2@vanzandtcounty.org
Precinct 3 Justice of the Peace, Herbert Dunn 
P.O. Box 648, Wills Point, TX 75169
Jp3@vanzandtcounty.org
Precinct 4 Justice of the Peace, Scott Shinn
P.O. Box 499, Ben Wheeler, TX 75754
Jp4@vanzandtcounty.org
State agencies:
Texas Department of Public Safety, Criminal Records Service (they report to federal agencies)
P.O. Box 4143, Austin, TX 78765-4143
there expunctions@dps.texas.gov
Office of Court Administration (OCA) Legal Division (final order only)
205 W. 14th St. Suite 600, Austin, TX 78701
ocaexpunctions@txcourt.gov 
 
This list is required to be published and maintained by the district clerk of the county pursuant to Senate Bill 1667, passed during the 89th legislative session, effective 9/1/2025.
Self-Represented Litigants 
An expunction order obliterates an arrest from the person’s criminal history record and all files associated with the arrest and charge.  There are certain conditions that must be met to be eligible for an expunction.  For this information and more, you are encouraged to consult with an attorney.   If you cannot afford an attorney, please visit the following websites for guidance and forms:
Texas Law Help
Texas Courts
State Bar of Texas
 

